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Reciting Birkat Hagomel on Airplane Travel: by Rabbi Chaim Jachter

....The French Ravs interpret the aforementioned quote from the Gemara Yerushalmi to be referring to Tefilat Haderech, where one is required to say this
Tefila regardless of the degree of danger in the journey. However, this opinion disagrees with the opinion quoted by the Meiri, in that if one has traveled on a
dangerous road he must recite Hagomel whether a serious incident has occurred or not. The Shulchan Aruch cites this view as the practice of German and
French Jews (Orach Chaim 219:7).

Accordingly, it is the practice of Ashkenazic Jews to recite Hagomel only after traveling on a
dangerous road. Hence, the question posed to us as to whether one should recite Hagomel after
airplane travel, is contingent upon whether one considers airplane travel to be dangerous.

Rav Lichtenstein Shlita has informed me that it is Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchick zt”I’s practice not
to recite Birkat Hagomel after airplane travel, unless a serious incident had occurred.

Nevertheless, Rav Lichtenstein recalls the Rav saying that if an individual perceives airplane travel to be
dangerous, he should recite Hagomel.

Rav Moshe Feinstien zt”l (Igrot Moshe Orach Chaim 2:50), however, has an entirely different approach
to our question. He believes that the degree of danger involved in airplane travel is irrelevant to our
question. Rav Moshe asserts that the Machloket Rishonim we have discussed pertains only to the
category of traveling on land. Airplane travel, though, is in the category of one who travels on the sea.
Everyone who travels on the sea by definition is in a dangerous situation and therefore should recite
Hagomel when he arrives on land. Rav Moshe explains that traveling on the sea puts on in a position on
tremendous vulnerability. He explains that if a boat malfunctions and sinks, the passengers will be
forced into the sea, where they could survive for only a few minutes. Similarly, if an airplane, Chas
Vishalom (G-d Forbid), should malfunction, the passengers would be doomed. However, if one’s car
seized to function properly, he merely drives the car to the side of the road and is reasonably safe.
Therefore, despite the fact that airplane travel may be safer then traveling on land from a
statistic perspective, in the former case one is required to recite Hagomel, whereas in the latter
case he is not. Accordingly, the question as to whether one should recite Hagomel after
airplane travel is a matter of controversy between the two Torah giants of the past generation,
Rav Feinstien and Rav Solovietchik. It should be noted, however, that each Rabbi maintains
his perspective irrespective of whether a plane flies over land or sea.



What is the obligation to say birchas hagomel after traveling by airplane
Posted By lakewoodlocal On November 16, 2010 7:20 am @ 7:20 am In Lakewood News,The Voice Archives

Q: Is there an obligation to say birchas hagomel after traveling by airplane? Is there a difference
between traveling overseas and flying domestically?

A: The Shulchan Aruch (Orech Chaim 219:1) writes that there are four people who are obligated to say birchas hagomel:
one who crossed an ocean by boat, one who transversed a desert, one who was gravelly ill, and one who was released from
captivity. The Shulchan Aruch (s'if 7) writes that it is the custom of Ashkenazim that travelers from city to city do not say
birchas hagomel, as the brochah is only said after surviving a possible sakanah of the magnitude of crossing a desert, which
is filled with wild animals. Since traveling from city to city is not comparably dangerous, doing so does not warrant a birchas
hagomel.However, it is the custom of Sephardim to say birchas hagomel even on the less dangerous journey from city to

city. Thus, according to the custom of the Sephardim, Rav Ovadiah Yosef poskens in
Teshuvas Yabea Omer (Orech Chaim 2:14) that airplane travel as well (for a minimum of
seventy-two minutes) obligates a person to make a birchas hagomel. It is only for
Ashkenazim that there is a question if airplane travel obligates a person in the brachah

of hagomeI.The Shulchan Aruch (s‘if 9) writes that there are some who are of the opinion that though Chazal
enumerated only four people who are obligated to say birchas hagomel, the obligation is not limited to those four types of
danger; included in this obligation is anyone saved from any type of danger. There are others who are of the opinion that
the obligation of birchas hagomel is limited only to those four mentioned by Chazal.

According to the first opinion that all dangerous travel is included in the obligation of birchas
hagomel, airplane travel would be no different from boat travel and would require one to make a
birchas hagomel. However, according to the opinion that limited the birchas hagomel to those four
instances mentioned by Chazal, perhaps airplane travel would not necessitate birchas hagomel.

Rav_Moshe Feinstein_ in Igros Moshe (Orech Chaim 2:59) writes that even according to

the opinion that birchas hagomel is limited to the four instances mentioned by Chazal,
airplane travel would obligate a person in birchas hagomel. He reasons that airplane
travel is included in the same category as boat travel. A person traveling by boat has put
himself in an environment that sans the boat he would not be able to survive, i.e., he would surely
drown. Similarly, a person traveling by airplane at approximately 30,000 feet above the ground has
put himself in an environment where sans the airplane, he will fall and die. Therefore, Rav Moshe
poskens that according to both opinions of the Shulchan Aruch, airplane travel obligates a person
in reciting birchas hagomel, and there is no difference if the flight is transatlantic or over

land, from city to city.

However, the Teshuvas V’'hanhagos (1:193 and 2:148) writes that when Rav Moshe
Feinstein wrote his psak in 1963, airplane travel was still in its infancy and fraught with
some danger. Nowadays, airplane travel is almost like traveling by taxi. However, traveling by
plane over water is like traveling in the sea, except in a modern vessel. The obligation of birchas
hagomel is because one is included in the category of someone crossing an ocean, but
not in a boat as in the days of Chazal. However, birchas hagomel should not be extended
to more than transatlantic travel, which is in the category of crossing the ocean.

The Teshuvas Minchas Yitzchak (2:47 oskens that airplane travel in _general, even
transatlantic flight, does not call for birchas hagomel at all. It is only when a person
finds himself in a dangerous situation caused not by his own doing that he is required to
recite birchas hagomel. However, someone who put himself in a precarious situation of his own
will, like getting on an airplane, does not say birchas hagomel. When Chazal obligated someone
who crosses an ocean by boat or who crosses a desert to say birchas hagomel, even though he is
putting himself in this sakanah, he is doing so because he is forced to travel for his livelihood.
However, when traveling by plane, even for one’s livelihood, the person is choosing the more
dangerous form of travel, rather than going by boat. Thus, no birchas hagomel is warranted.

The Tzitz Eliezer (11:14) questions the opinion of the Minchas Yitzchak, who says that traveling by boat is less dangerous than
traveling by airplane. Moreover, not every destination is accessible by ship. According to the Minchas Yitzchak, traveling by airplane to
those destinations should not necessitate birchas hagomel. The Tzitz Eliezer maintains that it is illogical to say that there is no one

uniform halachah regarding airplane travel and poskens that birchas hagomel should be said for transatlantic flights only.
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